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the more he besought them the more they scoffed
at him and held him for a fool" For four years
Peter of Castelnau held on his way. Negligent and
worldly bishops were deposed, immoral clerks de-
graded, reformation was taken in hand sternly and
without respect of persons. But reformation did not
check the disorder which it was to the interest of the
great lords to foster. In 1207 Peter determined to
compel the mighty count of Toulouse to restore the
churches which he had seized. Eaymond refused and
was excommunicated. Pilled with rage he vowed
vengeance on the insolent clerk. One of his knights
pursued the legate, and at S. Gilles, near Aries, in
January 1208 he stabbed him to the heart.
The murder of Peter of Castelnau was the signal
for the outbreak of war. Innocent, who had watched
the beginnings of the strife with calm restraint, now
stretched out his hand like an avenging angel The
whirlwind and the storm passed over the unhappy land
of Languedoc, and it was the pope who rode triumphant,
directing the thunder where to strike. He immediately
excommunicated the count of Toulouse, released his
subjects from their fealty, placed his lands under
interdict, and offered them to the first who should
seize them from the heretic's hand. He sent Guala to
Philip to implore Ms aid, and he wrote to the king and
all the chief lords of the land, "commanding and
directing_that as catholic and "faithful servants of Jesus
Christ they should invade with a mighty army the
lands of Toulouse and Albi, of Quercy and Narbonne
and Beziers, and should utterly destroy all the heretics
who possessed those lands."